
June 23, 2020 

Dear families and students, 

The long awaited June 26th is upon us. Normally all of us would celebrate our pre-

kindergarteners, kindergarteners, fifth graders and would be making plans for summer 

vacation. Even though our physical building is closed, we couldn’t leave without a proper send 

off, so we celebrated everyone virtually with slide shows and a virtual graduation for our fifth 

graders. Congratulations to all! 

This school year has been a unique experience for all of us. We started in the most 

traditional way as it’s been for generations, and then quickly switched to remote learning, full 

time. While remote learning has had its challenges, we learned to adapt and adjust our way of 

teaching and learning. It is hard to believe that in 2020 we still depend on pencils, paper and 

paperback books when our technology in our phones surpasses our desktop computers. We 

could look at virtual learning as a less than perfect way of teaching, but the reality is that 

blended learning is just the beginning of using 21st century skills. Moving into September and 

beyond, we expect a combination of in-person learning and learning from home. Our students 

from Prek-5 will all learn to fully engage in using Google Classroom platforms with its many 

extensions to engage, share and participate in learning. We envision each student having access 

to a device at school and home. PS 94 takes pride in being able to close the digital literacy gap 

for all students by engaging them in computer science lessons embedded in our ELA, Math, 

Science and Social Studies content. We will continue to leverage social emotional learning 

throughout the curriculum so that our students grow up well rounded individuals. Our core 

belief is that “Every student can learn, just not on the same day or in the same way”, therefore 

we will continue to scaffold and differentiate instruction for all students.  

While we know September 2020 will bring changes to schools in general, we cannot 

share specifics until the city, state and CDC release more specific guidelines. We expect to 

practice enhanced health measures, have a thoughtful process to re-acclimate children back to 

school, utilize a blended learning approach of in-person rotations either daily or weekly, and 

more. What is certain is the need for child care for September since we are exploring 

daily/weekly rotations of small groups of students and a combination of remote learning. Our 

school Reconvene Task Force and School Leadership Team has been working on a variety of 

scenarios and logistics in order to be ready for the new school year. Once we have specifics 

from our chancellor we will be able to release guidelines to our families.  

Similarly to our fifth graders, we have a number of staff members “graduating”/retiring 

this June. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank them for their dedication to the many 

children of PS 94. 

Ms. Jerilynn Strohschein, our magnificent teacher has been a part of PS 94 for the last 

20 years. She started out as a PE teacher, then Spanish teacher, a Math cluster and then a 

third/fourth grade teacher. She is an avid reader, belonging to three different books clubs and 



has four grandchildren. Ms. Strohschein has been a caring teacher and colleague to all of us. 

We will miss her deeply. 

Ms. Sophia Sideris, our kind hearted school aide and main office support staff has been 

with PS 94 for the last 23 years. She has supervised over 8,200 lunch periods over her career at 

our school. Ms. Sideris has been a staple of our school community and neighborhood. Her smile 

and kind words has helped many kids, parents and colleagues get through tough days. She is 

highly respected and regarded at our school and will continue to be in our hearts. We wish her 

a healthy retirement. 

Ms. Maria Pappas, our caring guidance counselor has dedicated 25 years of her career 

to the many children of NYC from elementary to middle school and high school. Her 

compassion for children and their families has resulted in many happier days for all. Ms. Pappas 

has been a crucial member of our school during these last few years, she has helped train our 

Peer Mediators, has supported families with resources, conducted many family workshops and 

offered counseling services to our students. Her innate drive to help people has come through 

every day while at our school. We also thank her for adopting our beloved Tortilla. We look 

forward to seeing pictures of her travels and Tortilla. Best of luck as she turns the page to a new 

chapter. 

Dr. Brad Atlas, our gentle hearted school psychologist, has been with PS 94 for the last 

31 years. He has supported families with counseling, educational evaluations and resources. Dr. 

Atlas has been also guiding and helping our teachers work with varied learners. While Dr. Atlas 

has been dividing his week between two different schools, he has always given 100% to our 

school and families making us feel we are his only school. His devotion to students is to be 

commended. We know he enjoys going to concerts and traveling and we hope he will continue 

doing what he loves. 

In closing, the state of our school is healthy, and it continues to evolve. In early April 

2020 our school has been identified as a Recognition School in NYS under the Every Student 

Succeed Plan. We are part of about 500 schools in NYS and about 250 NYC schools to receive 

this recognition for high achievement and high progress across all groups of students. Stay 

tuned for some more announcements in September from NY State Education Department. 

On behalf of our staff, we wish everyone a happy and healthy summer break. We look 

forward to communicating with you over the summer regarding latest updates. Please ensure 

Ms. Katehis has your email address. 

Thank you for your support, resilience and dedication to our school throughout the year.  

Sincerely, 

Laura Avakians 

Principal 


